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1. What are the witches planning at the beginning of the act?
2. What does the Captain report about Macbeth’s bravery during the battle?
3. What simile does the Captain use to describe the first battle?
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What simile does the Captain use to describe the extra energy Macbeth and Banquo found for the second battle? 
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What happened to the original Thane of Cawdor and why did he lose his title?
6. What prophecies do the witches give Macbeth?

7. What prophecy does the withces give Banquo?

8. Which of Macbeth's prophecies he received came true naturally?
9. How do the witches make sure that Macbeth believes the lie that he will be king?
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Banquo says: But ‘tis strange, and oftentimes, to win us to our harm, the instruments of darkness tell us truths, win us with honest trifles, to betray’s in deepest consequence. What does Banquo really say?

11. Macbeth tries to convince himself that he can believe the witches. Look at the speech that he makes in Act I, Scene 3, line 128. What is his argument?
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What did Duncan do when he bestowed on Malcolm the title of "Prince of Cumberland"?

13. Why was Macbeth upset when Duncan gave Malcolm this title?

14. What did Macbeth think he had to do when Malcolm was made "Prince of Cumberland"?
15. How does Duncan feel about Macbeth?

16. Shakespeare uses the image of clothing in Act I. Explain each of these images:

a. The Thane of Cawdor lives: why do you dress me in borrowed robes? (Macbeth)

b. New honours come upon him; like our strange garments, cleave not to their mould but with the aid of use. (Banquo)

17. What  does Macbeth write in the letter that he sends to Lady Macbeth?
18. Lady Macbeth thinks Macbeth will not do everything that he can to become king. Why does she think this?

19. What does Lady Macbeth invoke evil spirits into her life when she hears Duncan is going to stay at their castle?

20. Lady Macbeth says Macbeth must “look like the innocent flower, but be the serpent under’t” What does she mean?

21. What does Lady Macbeth say Duncan will not leave their castle?

22. What is Duncan’s opinion of Inverness castle?

23. How does Lady Macbeth seem when she receives Duncan at the castle and why is the act of receiving Duncan, ironic?

24. In Scene 7, Macbeth does not want to kill Duncan anymore. Give the reasons why he doesn’t want to kill Duncan.

25. Lady Macbeth says: “I have given suck, and know how tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me – I would, while it was smiling in my face, have plucked the nipple from his boneless gums, and dashed the brains out, had I so sworn as you have done to this.” Why does she use this argument?

26. How does Lady Macbeth plan for them to kill Duncan?

27. Macbeth says: “False face must hide, what the false heart doth know.”  What does he mean?
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